
Who we are  
and what we do

The Clinic includes psychologists, 
social workers and psychiatrists 
who are called Authorised Clinicians.

What if I need an interpreter?
If you do not understand this information  
please phone Translating and Interpreting  
Service: 131 450 for an interpreter.  
Ask them to phone the Children’s Court Clinic  
on (02) 8688 1530 and we will try to help you.
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What happens in the Assessment?

The Clinician will talk with you and your children 
about the situation that has brought you and  
members of your family to the Children’s Court. 
They want to listen to you.

What else might happen?

The Clinician might ask you to fill in forms with 
questions which will help them to do the Assessment 
and to understand you and your family better.

Who else will they talk to?

The Clinician may need to talk to other people about 
your situation. This might include people such as 
your child’s school teacher or a support service that 
helps you or other people in your family.

They will ask you who else you would like them to 
talk with.

How long will it take?

It will depend upon what the Assessment is about 
and how many people need to be seen.

The Clinician will give you some idea of how long it 
will take when the appointment is made.

What happens after the Assessment?

The Clinician will write an Assessment Report for  
the Children’s Court. It will cover the questions  
and concerns that the judicial officer, legal  
representatives and family have asked about.

The Report will provide information and also include 
recommendations to the Children’s Court to help the 
judicial officer make the best decision for the safety, 
welfare and wellbeing of the child or children.

Will I get to see the Report?

You will usually get to see the Report unless the  
judicial officer decides you should not see the Report,  
or parts of it, for any reason.

What if I don’t agree with the Report?

You should talk to your legal representative about this. 
You will also have the opportunity to put your own 
information to the court in evidence and in affidavits.

What if I don’t attend?

If you do not attend your appointment with the  
Clinician, important information might not be  
available to the court.

Do I have to pay for the Report?

No. The cost of the Assessment Report is paid  
by the Children’s Court Clinic.

What if I need to know more?

Please see our website for more information.

www.schn.health.nsw.gov.au/health-professionals/
departments-clinics-and-units/childrens-court-clinic

What if I have questions or concerns?

Contact the Children’s Court Clinic, either by phone  
or in writing at the email address on this pamphlet.

The Children’s Court Clinic will deal with your  
concerns as quickly as possible and will let you know 
the outcome.

The Children’s Court Clinic 
is a statewide service set up 
to provide independent  
Assessment Reports  
to NSW courts.

Children’s Court Clinic Assessment
After the Children’s Court says that you are to  
have an Assessment by the Children’s Court Clinic,  
a Clinician will contact you to make an appointment.


